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Marcus Williams is used to
beating the odds.

He wasn't expected Lo win
student body president at
Lumberton Senior High
School, UNC-Chapel Hill or
his law school, The Univer-
sity of Minnesota. But he
did. '

Now Williams is hoping his
winning streak will continue
as he makes his bid to for
governor of North Carolina.

Williams, 3%, will make his
offfcial announcement in
early Oclober.

"I will commence a [ormal
campaign in January, once I
actually file,” Williams said
in a phone interview Tues-
day. "At that point-in-time, I
will resign from my job."

Williams is currently direc-
tor of Legal Services ol the
Lower Cape Fear. a non-

profit, federally funded pro-
gram that gives assistance to
the poor. He has held that po-
sition four years.

"I'm running primarily to
win and because I believe

g there is a
sense of ur-
¥ gency in our
# communities
-¥and the near
§ state of anar-
dchy in our
communities,
the devaluing
of life and
high unem-
ployment," he.
said. "I feel we
need to inspire people by ex-
ample and show them the in-
dividual can make a differ-
ence.

I expect to have some sym-
bolism embodied in our vic-
tory as an underdog," Wil-
llams satd. "First, our
campaign will be one of sub -
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stance, symbolism and re-
spect. As pertaining to sub-
stance, I must necessarily ar-
ticulate those issues relevant
to the day to day life of the
working people of North Car-
olina. Obviously I will be
comprehensive in my scope
of the issues and compelling
In my presentation.

"With respect to symbol-
ism, I want to stimulate and
restore faith in the individu-
al effort," he said.

Williams said he thinks
race will not be a factor in
his bid for election, even
though it was a big factor in
the state's last senatorial
race.

"I think they have milked
that tactic tqQ its maximum
extent at this point,” he said.

"I will address such issues as ;
aflirmative action, but that
is not really the pertinent
concern. The pertinent con-
cern is the transferring of
our jobs overseas and out of
this country. I will not let -
them define the arena of is-
sues."

Williams said he is looking
forward to debating all of the
other potential candidates.
He also thinks that being an
underdog in this campaign
will be an advantage. ‘

"Number one, they (other
candidates) won't take me
seriously. Two, I will know
more about their public
records -than they will know
about mine," he said. "And
name recognition will come
upon the commencement: of
the debates."



Former SBF to run for governor in 1992

By Lawrs Laxion
Sl Wy

Formmer UNC Stedent Body Presi
denl Marcus Williams will join the
Democraic peimury mee foeN C. pov
ernot, emphasizing that his clean politl
ol wlate and lack of special interost
haching will ghve im (he edge over his
competition,

Willians, X9, svust beat foesner Coy-
crnor lm Heet and staze Aormney Gen
cial Ly Thombusy tor 1the Demo
Cruthe momenimbont. Onber combilises mny
il ssnsunce their bads for the office

“Not beang a8 well known s Hum
sod Thomnbwicg muy be a help insead of
» problem,” 'Willissms snid. “Tives if |
don’t have a margoee name. | have &
wimmer s hean ™

Lach of Inmesuctatic snd special in
sorest sapport will whiw b b0 be nmsoes

obgective and iongurtial, be 1aidd

"My ssppocters will be graswroots
sivecates, progressives sad these who
are concermnd abosst the fetisrn of Nonh
Carodinn ansd the comdition of s (hil
deen,” he said. “Whut's greal for Normk
Caurolinm bs what's great for the poorest
child in Noeth Carollne ™

Willinma hm derved simoc 1987 =
the evecitive disector of Legal Services
of Lowet Cape Fear, u foderally funded
legal agoncy oy low - inceme recidents
I seven counties

Before he ook that position, Wil
Hatis serves) in the sume capucity with
o vinuidar agency based in Ahoshie tha
served | | cosnties. Although he has not
held & sate politcal office, Willisms
sl e would implement specific policy
chunges i clected.

I the fiese 90 deys of office, Wil
Hasms wouM like 1o make cont sssesy-

e of each state govermment agency
und call for the volantary resignation of

(he heads of those agensies that are nol
performang thew jobs. Heinging in new
falent in smother way to ensct change by
axample, be said

The new talent would help put the
state poverneent moee M souch with
the warking people, Willlaems sald

His disaatisfaction with the currom
condidates and his generul desire for
e run, be abding that Ms UNC
conesctions showld serve him well

In addition 1o serving #s UNC stw-
dent body president, Williams was ac-
tive In dorm government, serving s
tresasrer for the Morehend Resldence
Council snd work ing s a resident sssls-
tant, Willlazns slto served om the N.C,
Inmate Orlevance Committee and
helped implement the curest student
poverning conecil during the “74.°75
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school yess

Domald Bostton, vice chancellor sed
dean of mudemt affakrs, knows Willises
fromm Wilams" undergradante yrars sl
thishs the candidate ‘s views would be
belpful seywhess in state bepiskatues

“1 have very memaries of
im,” Bowhon sssd, “And | am plessed
o see balew run™

Willlass, who gradustod in 1973
with a degree s polltscad soience, slso
wiestled for 3 172 yeard, lemening on
hoth the junior varsity seal varsity besems
whitle st UNC. He was sl sctive i the
Oeder of the Old Well, the Order of the
Grald-Valkyries and the Onder of the
Golden Floece.

One of his tmost rewarding experi
ences wat his involvement with the Big
Brother Program, witkch slbosed i bo
work with youmges, lower-income chil-
deem and serve 51 8 pesitive role model
forr thern, 'Willlsems sald

Boulton snsd, “Owne of his gromgest
pomnts s his heen social sone - he
Voaws st undervmands whese prophe
s and what they need ™

Being black won ' work foe or ngninet
hatn 0 the election, Willkams sald.

“The movelty of minorities rinmng
for affice baas win OFF." he saidd, pous -
g to Harvey Cisost s kost (o Jesse Hielon
inthe US. Senste race hast vear

Nowhere se these posative resulls
mone pecdod than in the seea of elocs
pom in North Carobiss, Willines san!
Toaking imto scconmt the stale’s severe
badpet problesms, Willloms said he
wosld mot rubse oes bet wenld inatead
ehiminate ngencies that duplivase cach
other and other govermment services
with ne wecific statutory purpine

Other ways to lmpeove 1he edic stion
systenn mclade lowering e student-
tescher mtio, moressing oustyective
parental ivolvernent, providing ros-
sonnble rueses for teschers and teating
extended school howrs and €1 perimon
i sehool programs., be sasd

Anather plank in Willisnm ™ plarform
m ponsl reform. Although he does nol
wapport capital pumishmest, he does
belleve e abould receive coneiy
tent punishment and seeve ot these full
science.

o 1he Jong cun, bowever, more em
phasis should be placed oo rehabilits
tlons amd educathon s piboes, he uid
“Prisomers need 10 leam 1 be better
citinems, not better criminais.”

Williatres scnits his campabpen ool

Fers mren't as full as those of hes com
petisers, buthe sand be believed be could
miakr up fow I8 with his connections nnd
n wedi plarmed campaign,

“My main gosl s 10 mahe people
biebsere in themelves upsin and restore
thesr faath m the povernment,” he said
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